POST-SCRJPTUM
moment engaged in raising a 'labour" army in India for work in England and in other places. Let those, who have been talking so much of how England has protected India, take into consideration these facts as well as those given in the body of the book, and then say honestly, who has been the greater gainer by this connection. India can await patiently and securely the verdict of posterity on this point.
Recent Happenings in England. Rain of Words. In the meantime things have happened in England which we cannot omit noticing in connection with the main theme of this book. The meetings of the Imperial War Conference in March; the partici* pation in it for the first time of delegates from India; the courtesies extended to the latter and the honours conferred on them by the various public bodies of the British Isles, including the conferring upon the delegates of the freedom of the cities of London, Manchester, Edinburgh and Cardiff, and the honorary degrees of some of the universities, have furnished opportunities for some pleasant talk on both sides which, judged by standards of sweetness, politeness and occasional frankness, is refreshing. For the first time since the British connection with India were the Indian delegates allowed to participate in the deliberations of an Imperial Conference; for the first time they were considered worthy of being honoured with the freedom of British cities. For the first time it was conceded that India might look forward to a day when she may be treated as a partner in the Empire, and not as a hewer of wood or drawer of water for the latter. Reading the speeches and assuming the honesty and sincerity of the speakers, an Indian may take comfort in the hope that a day of real freedom was dawning upon his unfortunate country9 and that this time at least, the British meant what they said.
If words of sympathy, promises of a future state of autonomy, compliments and acknowledgments could bring happiness and prosperity to the millions of India, she has had a copious outburst of them within the last two months and a halt nay in fact, from the very beginning of the war. If, howeyer, the value of words is to be judged by deeds, an Indian may still be pessimistic about actual realisations.
"Sweet words are now raining upon India," remarks the Investor's Review, London (April 28, 1917), "and we trust foreshadow generous deeds." Do they? is the question.
India would be content if even half of what has been said were realised in the near future. The actual behaviour of the Government in India and in England, however, is not at all encourag-.ing. The restrictions on the freedom of speech and the freedom of meeting have not been relaxed in the least In one province alone, 800 young Indians are rotting in jails without ever having